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and reentry windows and other meas-
ures deemed necessary by the FAA re-
gional office in order to protect public
health and safety.

§431.77 Records.

(a) Except as specified in paragraph
(b) of this section, a licensee shall
maintain for 3 years all records, data,
and other material necessary to verify
that a licensed RLV mission is con-
ducted in accordance with representa-
tions contained in the licensee’s appli-
cation.

(b) In the event of a launch accident,
reentry accident, launch incident or re-
entry incident, as defined in §401.5 of
this chapter, a licensee shall preserve
all records related to the event.
Records must be retained until comple-
tion of any Federal investigation and
the FAA advises the licensee that the
records need not be retained. The 1li-
censee shall make all records required
to be maintained under the regulations
available to Federal officials for in-
spection and copying.

§431.79 Reusable launch vehicle mis-
sion reporting requirements.

(a) Not less than 60 days before each
RLV mission conducted under a 1li-
cense, a licensee shall provide the FAA
with the following information:

(1) Payload information in accord-
ance with 14 CFR §415.59 of this chapter
and §431.57; and

(2) Flight information, including the
vehicle, launch site, planned launch
and reentry flight path, and intended
landing sites including contingency
abort sites.

(3) Launch or reentry waivers, ap-
proved or pending, from a federal Fed-
eral range for at which the launch or
reentry will take place, that are unique
and may affect public safety.

(b) Not later than 15 days before each
licensed RLV mission, a licensee must
notify the FAA, in writing, of the time
and date of the intended launch and re-
entry or other landing on Earth of the
RLV and may utilize the FAA/U.S.
Space Command Launch Notification
Form, contained in part 415, Appendix
A, of this subchapter for doing so.

(c) A licensee must report a launch
accident, launch incident, reentry acci-
dent, reentry incident, or other mishap

§431.85

immediately to the FAA Washington
Operations Center and provide a writ-
ten preliminary report in the event of
a launch accident, launch incident, re-
entry accident, or reentry incident, in
accordance with the mishap investiga-
tion and emergency response plan sub-
mitted as part of its license application
under §431.45.

§431.81 Financial responsibility re-
quirements.

A licensee under this part must com-
ply with financial responsibility re-
quirements specified in its license.

§431.83 Compliance monitoring.

A licensee shall allow access by, and
cooperate with, Federal officers or em-
ployees or other individuals authorized
by the FAA to observe any activities of
the licensee, or of the licensee’s con-
tractors or subcontractors, associated
with the conduct of a licensed RLV
mission.

§431.85 Registration of space objects.

(a) To assist the U.S. Government in
implementing Article IV of the 1975
Convention on Registration of Objects
Launched into Outer Space, each li-
censee shall provide to the FAA the in-
formation required by paragraph (b) of
this section for all objects placed in
space by a licensed RLV mission, in-
cluding an RLV and any components,
except:

(1) Any object owned and registered
by the U.S. Government; and

(2) Any object owned by a foreign en-
tity.

(b) For each object that must be reg-
istered in accordance with this section,
a licensee shall submit the following
information not later than thirty (30)
days following the conduct of a li-
censed RLV mission :

(1) The international designator of
the space object(s);

(2) Date and location of the RLV mis-
sion initiation;

(3) General function of the space ob-
ject; and

(4) Final orbital parameters, includ-
ing:

(i) Nodal period;

(ii) Inclination;

(iii) Apogee; and

(iv) Perigee.
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§§431.86-431.90

(c) A licensee shall notify the FAA
when it removes an object that it has
previously placed in space.

§§431.86-431.90 [Reserved]

Subpart F—Environmental Review

§431.91 General.

An applicant shall provide the FAA
with sufficient information to analyze
the environmental impacts associated
with proposed operation of an RLV, in-
cluding the impacts of anticipated ac-
tivities to be performed at its reentry
site. The information provided by an
applicant must be sufficient to enable
the FAA to comply with the require-
ments of the National Environmental
Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq., the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for Implementing the Pro-
cedural Provisions of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act, 40 CFR parts
1500-1508, and the FAA’s Procedures for
Considering Environmental Impacts,
FAA Order 1050.1D. Copies of FAA
Order 1050.1D may be obtained from the
Office of Environment and Energy,
AEE-300, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, 800 Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, (202) 267-3553.
Copies of FAA Order 1050.1D may be in-
spected in the Rules Docket at the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Office of
the Chief Counsel, AGC-200, Room
915G, 800 Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591 weekdays be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

§431.93 Environmental information.

An applicant shall submit environ-
mental information concerning—

(a) A designated launch and reentry
site, including contingency abort loca-
tions, if any, not covered by existing
FAA or other Federal environmental
documentation;

(b) A proposed new RLV with charac-
teristics falling measurably outside the
parameters of existing environmental
documentation;

(c) A proposed reentry to an estab-
lished reentry site involving an RLV
with characteristics falling measurably
outside the parameters of existing en-
vironmental impact statements cov-
ering that site;
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(d) A proposed payload that may
have significant environmental im-
pacts in the event of a reentry acci-
dent; and

(e) Other factors as necessary to com-
ply with the National Environmental
Policy Act.

PART 432 [RESERVED]

PART 433—LICENSE TO OPERATE A
REENTRY SITE

Subpart A—General

Sec.
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433.5 Operational restrictions on a reentry
site.
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433.9 Environmental information.

AUTHORITY: 51 U.S.C. 50901-50923.

SOURCE: Docket No. FAA-1999-5535, 65 FR
56665, Sept. 19, 2000, unless otherwise noted.

§433.1 General.

The FAA evaluates on an individual
basis an applicant’s proposal to operate
a reentry site.

§433.3 Issuance of a license to operate
a reentry site.

(a) The FAA issues a license to oper-
ate a reentry site when it determines
that an applicant’s operation of the re-
entry site does not jeopardize public
health and safety, the safety of prop-
erty, U.S. national security or foreign
policy interests, or international obli-
gations of the United States.

(b) A license to operate a reentry site
authorizes a licensee to operate a re-
entry site in accordance with the rep-
resentations contained in the licensee’s
application, subject to the licensee’s
compliance with terms and conditions
contained in any license order accom-
panying the license.

§433.5 Operational restrictions on a
reentry site.

A license to operate a reentry site
authorizes the licensee to offer use of
the site to support reentry of a reentry
vehicle for which the three-sigma foot-
print of the vehicle upon reentry is
wholly contained within the site.
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